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Introduction 

 
[From the author:  Any name contained herein which appears in an underscored blue font is a hyperlink to a corresponding Find a Grave memorial. 
Any title appearing in an underscored blue font is a hyperlink to its corresponding website.] 
 

According to the United States Census,1900, Effie and Albert “Dunn” Hamilton are recorded as 
married while residing in Trail Creek Township, Mt. Moriah vill., Harrison County, Missouri. Effie’s age 
at this time is 15 with Albert’s at 30. This census indicates that she was 15 in their marriage year. 
Therefore, they appear to be married after her 15th birthday of June 9, 1900. Since their daughter 
Esta was born on November 12, 1900, without ever mentioning that she was of a premature birth and 
Effie passing away the following January 23, 1901, due to complications of childbirth, to me, this 
raises new questions of when exactly Albert [a.k.a. “Dunn” and “A.D.”] and Effie were married; else, 
was she with child when they married? Recorded within this census is:  Married – 0 years; living 
children - 0; and mother of how many children - 0. Esta stated her mother was 15 when she married, 
bore Esta, and at death.  
 
Now, per the Family Tree Magazine in the online article Official Dates for US Censuses, 
 

The date a census taker wrote on his form isn't as important as the official census date: 
Enumerators were supposed to list individuals' ages as of a date specified by the Census 
Bureau. Jan. 1 was “Census Day” for the 1920 enumeration, so someone born Feb. 12, 1909, 
should be recorded as 10 on the census form-even if the census taker visited in April. This 
magic date varied, so use this chart to sort out ancestors' reported ages. 

 

June 1, 1900, is the official census date for the year of 1900. Consequently, depending on 
when a census taker visited the Hamilton household, Effie may have actually been married 
before her June 9, 1900,15th birthday. Research continues to clarity this issue. ~Kathy Wright-Wainer 
 

Although family members were nearby, Albert found caring for Esta and the farm as a single parent 
too difficult. In a family made decision, he allowed Effie's mother, Eunice Louise [maiden name of 
Brown and widow of Joseph M. Davis] and step-father, Emery Edgar Johnson, to raise Esta along 
with Eunice and Emery’s daughter Eva E. (born on August 28, 1898). They also resided in Trail Creek 
Township, Mt. Moriah of Harrison County, Missouri. Author’s note: Maudie Davis-Power is the first 
born child of Eunice and Joseph Davis and married Sylvester Power. Effie was their second child. 
 
Albert together with other Hamilton family members did not abandon Esta and kept in regular contact 
with her through the writing of cards and letters as well as frequent visits. For several years, Albert 
remained nearby in Mount Moriah with grandparents Henry Collins and Catherine Hamilton plus 
others of the Hamilton clan. He wedded again to the widow Almina H. Burks* who brought into the 
marriage two sons Jesse M. and Clyde G. In 1908, she bore Albert a second daughter, Opal 
M. Hamilton. Sometime in the 1920s, Albert, Almina, and Opal moved to Nebraska City, Nebraska 
where Opal met Carl P. Snavely; they wed on April 17, 1929. Sometime later Opal and Carl relocated 
to Modesto, California. 
 

Sad parallels run between Albert’s and Esta’s childhoods along with the lives of his parents James 
Rile Hamilton and Fidelia Ann Gibson-Hamilton.  James married Fidelia sometime between 1868 and 
1870.  Family oral history coupled with vague documentation indicates that in 1872 Fidelia birthed 
twin boys Albert Dunn and John Wesley. Unfortunately, John Wesley did not survive being still born 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M3CG-69C
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39581740
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=115023087
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSmid=48934597&GRid=157624184&
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/thatll-be-the-day
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/thatll-be-the-day
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=johnson&GSfn=eunice&GSmn=l&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=26&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=39649626&df=all&
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=davis&GSfn=joseph&GSmn=m&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=26&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=25246145&df=all&
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39649602
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=sires&GSfn=eva&GSby=1898&GSbyrel=in&GSdyrel=all&GSst=26&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=39207048&df=all&
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=75&query=%2Bgivenname%3Aeva~%20%2Bsurname%3Ajohnson~%20%2Bbirth_place%3Amissouri~%20%2Bbirth_year%3A1898-1898~
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=power&GSfn=maudie&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=26&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=39836956&df=all&
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39837311
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39611681
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=131563691
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=115023128
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=131563691
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=131563691
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=147617559
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or died soon after. Existing family members are not certain where he is buried but assume he is most 
likely in an unmarked grave in the Hamilton Cemetery.  Currently, without the support of a death 
certificate, it is presumed and highly probable that Fidelia died at or shortly after childbirth.  According 
to the 1880 census, we know that A. D. resided at his paternal grandparents (Henry Collins Hamilton 
and Catherine); although, his age is listed therein as 6, he was likely 8 as supported by other census 
data and his headstone with an1872 birth year. It is believed that he lived with these grandparents 
most of his childhood.  
 
James Rile Hamilton died on March 13, 1921, from a stroke. He is buried at Matfield Green, Kansas.  
Source: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hamilton-1803#Biography. 
 
*U. S. Census reports her last name and that of the boys as Burks. According to Margaret Cox-Russell, they are the wife and children of Joseph A. 
Banks who is buried in Morris City, Kansas. 
 
Sources:  Kathy Wright-Wainer (g, g, g granddaughter of Henry and Catherine Hamilton) and Donna Shipley-Zaiger (g, g granddaughter of Henry and 
Catherine Hamilton). 
 

 

Fidelia Ann Gibson-Hamilton 

First wife of James Rile Hamilton; mother of Albert Dunn and John Wesley Hamilton 
 

The Family of Mary Elizabeth Stanley Gibson Boxley Ch. 5 
 
Chapter 5 is authored by Margaret Cox Russell who descended from Mary Elizabeth Stanley and has 
extensively researched the family.  She has considerable supporting documentation for this chapter. 
Click on the chapter’s title in blue above to read rich details and further information provided on the 
Hamiltons and several additional families from the region. The following excerpts are taken from 
pages 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 9. 
 

Gibson Family Census Data 
 

1856 IOWA State Census, Center Township, Decatur County, Iowa (courtesy of Marvin Lander):  
   Name  Age Marital Status Occupaton Place of Birth 
John B. Gibson  25    married      farmer      Indiana 
Mary E.                     24     married                             Tenn 
Lodema                      4                                             Iowa 
Fidela                          3                                                       Ia 
Margaret                      1                                                 Ia 
Keziah Butcher          15                                                   Ia 
Keziah                         1                                          Ia 
 
1372 Madison Township, Mercer County, Missouri, page 87, by Ellsberry 
 Name   Age Sex      Place of Birth 
GIBSON, John B.     30 male        Ind 

     Mary E.        28    female        Tenn 
     Lodenia             9    female       Iowa 
     Fidela               7    female       Iowa 
     M.E.           4  female       Iowa (Margaret Elizabeth) 
     J.E.           1     female      Iowa 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hamilton-1803#Biography
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiMoaCUvqXUAhVDSCYKHed7CIkQFggkMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffreepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com%2F~gardm%2Fstanbook%2Fch5_maryeliz.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGO-4LbLgzdhDCuNR431HqLPw-0ug&sig2=52dgEc
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     Lewis N.         23      male        Ind  
     Lovina Stanley      13     female      Iowa 
 

John Butcher Gibson’s Civil War Service 
 

John Butcher Gibson enlisted as a volunteer in the service of the United States Army and joined at 
Modena, Mercer County, Missouri.  He was enrolled and mustered into service on the same day of 
August 12, 1861, at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas as a member of Kansas 5th Cavalry, Company C 
Volunteers, for a period of three years.  He was entered into service as a corporal.  The Kansas 
Adjutant General’s Report of the State of Kansas, Volume 1, 1861-1865, Leavenworth, Kansas by 
Bulletin Co-Operative Printing Company, Chicago, 1867, states he was promoted to Sergeant also on 
the day of his enlistment but his pension records do not reflect this rank but that of corporal. 
 
These are the dates given for the births of the five Gibson children from the records of the pension 
application: 
   
     Name   Sex   Date of Birth 
Lodema Gibson  female           July 6, 1851 
 Fidelia Gibson  female April 29, 1853 
 Margaret E. Gibson  female February 1, 1856 
 Julia E.   female November 28, 1858 
 Rebecca J.   female  November 9, 1861 
Mary E. Gibson was awarded a widow’s pension by February 3, 1863, and the Number being 11,961 
and her daughters also received a pension as heirs of their father, Number 29,319.  Pensions were 
granted as an Act of Congress in 1862 for widows and minors to the age of 16. 

Fidelia’s Marriage to James Rile Hamilton and Death 
 

The following are records sent to me (Margaret) by Al Kronenberger.  They were written by his father, 
Albert Clay Kronenberger  Sr.  Albert Sr.’s mother was Julia E. Gibson (Fidelia’s sister).  

Fidelia Ann Gibson, the second child of John and Mary E. Stanley Gibson is recorded born April 29, 
1853, in Iowa.  She would expire from the pension roll April 28, 1869.  Final settlement was made to 
her on October 14, 1868, where she is known as Fidelia Hamilton.  On October 6, 1868, her 
guardian, Mr. Ballew, addressed her as Fidelia Gibson.  Possibly she was married between October 6 
and October 14, 1868, but surely in October of 1868. J. R. Hamilton who she had married signed the 
receipt for the final settlement of her monies. James Rile Hamilton was the oldest child of Henry 
Collins and Catherine Hickman Hamilton and was born December 1846 in Missouri.  

1870 United States Census, Harrison County, Missouri Trail Creek Township, P.O. Cainsville, page 
154: 
 
Hamilton, James R.  white  22  male     head   farmer   Born: Mo 
Phidlelia A.   white  16   female  wife    keeping house 
She can’t read or write. James’ parents are listed in the preceding household at 143-144. 
 
Fidelia’s life was short and her age, place and date of death are unknown.  She is buried at the 
Hamilton Cemetery in Mercer County, Missouri. Her stone is broken at an angle and dates and 
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numbers are not readable because not all of the stone is there.  One number looks to be the lower 
part of 2 though. Inscription: 

 
Fidelia A. 

Wife of J.R. Hamilton 
Died A Little Flower of Love 
That Blossomed But Died 
Transplanted Now Above 

To Bloom with God (unreadable) 
 
 

James Rile Hamilton Marries Mary Hannah Milner 
 

James R. Hamilton remarried February 5, 1874, in Mercer County, Missouri to Mary Hannah Milner, 
widow of Joseph Power.  The Hamiltons moved to Chase County, Kansas where James died in 1921.  
I think they are buried at Matfield Green, Chase, KS. 

-----This concludes the excerpts from The Family of Mary Elizabeth Stanley Gibson Boxley Ch. 5 

 

James Rile Hamilton’s Ancestors 
 

Biographical Information on Archibald Hamilton 

 TAKEN FROM 

Linn’s 1976 History of Mercer County Missouri  
Provided by Kathy Wright-Wainer 

Archibald Hamilton is listed as one of Mercer County’s earliest pioneers (page 8) arriving in 1839. He 

is mentioned further on page 16: 

Archibald Hamilton had been appointed postmaster and the office opened May 27, 1848. Mr. 
Hamilton was 62 years old at the time, a native Virginian who was one of the early settlers of 
Madison Township. 
 
The Grove post office was located in a crossroads store on his property a mile or so north of the 
present site of the Hamilton Church. Miles Shannon, star route carrier on the post road between 
Princeton, Middlebury and Trenton, received orders to make a detour to a “western direction” to 
serve the new office. 
 
The people of Madison Township found the new office a great convenience and were 
disappointed when it was abruptly discontinued August 5, 1850, only two years, two months and 
nine days after it had been established. The reasons for its short life are unknown. Perhaps Mr. 
Hamilton closed his store, or maybe there were not enough patrons to justify the expense. 
 
However this may be, in its short life the Grove post office achieved a distinction which give it 
another line in history. It was the only stop between Princeton and Bethpage (later called 
Bethany) on the East-West post road established in the summer of 1847 extending from the 
Mississippi River on the east to the Missouri River on the west. 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39580549
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Personal Experiences of Donna Shipley-Zaiger and Elmer as told to Kathy Wright-Wainer 

Yes, I actually knew Elmer and his sister Priscilla.  They were 1st cousins to Albert. They were the children of 

Ellen and Henry Collins, Jr. who was known as Uncle Wig.  How interesting that your grandma ended up with 

Elmer’s 1952 fishing license. Actually, it is amazing Elmer would have even bothered to get a license. Perhaps 

he was going fishing someplace other than down on the river bottom' of the Hamilton land. He was in WW I, 

came back home to the farm, never married, drove an old Model A or T up to Mt. Moriah just about every day. 

As he'd come by my Grandma Ollie and Grandpa Joe's place chugging and clanging, we knew it was Elmer! 

He'd always wave but seldom stop. 

Elmer Hamilton’s 1952 Harrison County Hunting and Fishing License 
Son of Henry “Wig” and Ellen Hamilton 

From Esta Hamilton-Wright’s Collection by Kathy Wright-Wainer 

 

 

The History of Mount Moriah, Missouri 1989 
  (pages 285-291) provided by Donna Shipley-Zaigar 

Commentary from Donna regarding the book: 

It was totally a volunteer effort so the information is only as accurate as the material provided by friends 

and families of people who lived in and around Mt. Moriah.  For the most part it is fairly accurate and a 

valuable tool for sorting out details in many of our family discussions. 

Some changes/additions to note: 

p 285   Archibald and Susannah - listing is missing son James, 1826 – 1852. 
            Rely - no hard evidence but think is/was the son of their daughter Elizabeth. 
p 286  Henry & Elizabeth  - 1st child:  James F. b. 1783;  2nd child:  Henry Jr. b. about 1784; 
           3rd child:   Archibald b. 1786. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=14498620
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=14498624
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=14498619
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39580549
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39613375
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=11250380
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=11250378
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